4                        TO JOHN  STERLING

1831 suppose that you:must desire en premier lieu to hear about
public affairs, now when they" are in so ticklish a state:

e a *25' but really I can tell you little more than you will learn from
the newspapers. The rejection of the Reform Bill by the
large majority of 41 in the House of Lords, has given an
immense impulse to the mouvement in this country. All
chance that the Bill when passed should prove a healing
measure is at an end. The House of Lords is now as much
detested as ever the House of Commons was. Nothing
less than the creation of from 60 to 100 Liberal Peers, to
change the character of the House, can now give it any
chance of remaining in existence. It is said that they
flinch, and will pass the Bill without any new creation, but
that will not now save them. They will come into collision
with the Reformed House on some other point, and will
certainly go to the wall. You may consider the fate of the
Church as sealed. Only two Bishops voted for the Bill j
about five more stayed away, the rest voted against it. The
hierarchy being thus, as a body, hostile to it, while the
temporal Peers were almost equally divided, the first brunt
of public indignation has fallen upon the Prelacy. Every
voice is raised against allowing them to continue in the
House of Lords, and if I do not express my conviction
that they will be excluded from it before this day five years,
it is only because I doubt whether the House itself will
last so long. I cannot say I regret either the approaching
downfall of the Peers or that of the Church. I certainly
think it desirable that there should be a Conservative
branch of the legislature; and that there should be a
national clergy or clerisy, like that of which Coleridge
traces the outline in his work on Church and State, If
therefore I thought that the present Peerage and Clergy
would ever consent to become the peerage of a govern-
ment constituted on anti-jobbing principles and the clergy
of a non-sectarian church, I should pray for their con-
tinuance. But they never will. Can a Peerage so ignorant
as ours is proved to be by its recent vote, of the spirit of
the age and the feelings of the people, ever be able to
fulfil with judgment the ends of a checking body, which are,           It Wl*
